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HoPE ALONE | DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Grace and David are already mad at one another as the story begins. How does this carry over into the
discussion about David’s call? Do you think David was being dishonest with Grace by keeping the news
from her as long as he did? Under the circumstances, what do you think about Grace’s reaction? How could

each of them have handled the situation differently?

2. How do you feel about Spencer showing up again in Chapter 57 What do you think his motives are? Does

your opinion change after reading his conversation with Faith in Chapter 6?

3. Discuss the interaction between the Young family in Chapter 16. How does it compare to the way Faith’s
family interacts with one another? How do you think this affects Faith’s opinion and understanding of

Spencer?

4.  David and Jackson already have a somewhat strained relationship. How does the broken window fiasco in
Chapter 15 affect this? Initially it causes tension and resentment, but it leads to an open discussion between
them in Chapter 17, perhaps the most honest conversation they've ever had. How do you think this will

affect their relationship moving forward?

5. What thoughts are going through your head in Chapter 22 as Aaron breaks up with Faith? What parts do
Spencer, Faith, and Aaron each play in the events leading up to this? Could their break-up have been

avoided?

6. While Faith is dealing with her own problems, David is trying to help Brayden feel welcome at school.
What do you think about the reaction of church members to Brayden? Do you think Monica picks up on
their misgivings? Is it fair of David to feel a personal sense of failure about the way things turn out? How
can Christians reach out in love and concern to unchurched families, especially ones with behavioral

problems like Brayden?
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HoPE ALONE | DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

7. Talk about Faith’s visit to Spencer’s church. Do you have any preconceived notions about the style of
worship she will experience? What are the differences between Spencer’s church and the worship style at
her own church? What are the similarities? With which type of worship are you most comfortable? Is one

better or worse than the other?

8. How does Faith grow through the events of her accident and its aftermath? Which character helps her the
most during the days following the accident? After the disastrous confrontation in Katie’s hospital room, do

you think it’s more difficult for Grace or for Faith to forgive the other?

9. What is your reaction to Spencer’s proposal and the subsequent conversation between Grace and Faith in
Chapter 37? At this point in the story, are you rooting for Aaron or for Spencer? Does the conversation
between Aaron and Faith in Chapter 39 go the way you hope it will?

10. While Faith is in the hospital, both Pastor Lixon and Pastor Chris visit her. Talk about the differences in

the way each pastor ministers to her. What does she gain from each visit?

11. Discuss Faith’s visit with her father. Would the conversation have gone differently had Faith not been in
the hospital, thinking she might die? How is her encounter with her father similar to her reconciliation
with her mom after Katie’s accident? How is it different? Which was harder? Why is forgiveness so

unnatural to us as humans?

12. Throughout the book, we’ve seen again and again the theme that one’s past doesn’t define a person. How

does this apply to the main characters of this book? How does it apply to your own life?
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